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END OF FIRST SEMESTER 

It’s hard to imagine we are already approach-

ing the mid-year point of the school year.  By 

the time school resumes after the New Year’s celebration there 

will only be two weeks left in the first semester and second quar-

ter.  That means that a report card will soon be coming.   

Students in all grades will 

have report cards complet-

ed and sent home.  Ele-

mentary students are grad-

ed against certain skills 

and concepts they have 

been working on for the 

past 9 weeks, which is 

equal to one quarter.  Stu-

dents in grades 6-12 will 

receive permanent grades 

for each of their first se-

mester classes.   

At New Heights, grades reflect a semester, meaning an 18-week 

grading period.  First quarter grades were a simple snapshot in 

time telling you how your 

student(s) was performing at 

the mid-point, or halfway 

point of the semester.  The 

grades from mid-term are 

fluid, meaning they could still 

move up or down depending 

on the performance in the 

second quarter or the second 

half of the semester.   
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IMPORTANT DATES 

• Jan. 2– School Resumes 

• Jan. 7– NWEA Testing be-
gins 

• Jan. 10– Friday Fun Day– 
Secondary 

• Jan. 16– End of Semester 1 

• Jan. 17– No School  

• Jan. 20—No School 

• Jan. 22– School Board Meet-
ing 

• Jan. 27-31– School Choice 
Week  



continued from page 1 
 

For students in grades 6-8, semester grades are 

permanent, but do not earn “credit” toward gradu-

ation.  In Minnesota, “credit” begins in the 9th 

grade, or high school, and students have to obtain a 

particular number of credits to graduate from high 

school.  So, if your students are in 6-8 grades, you 

should be mindful that poor grades are reflecting 

that your child is not building the skills he or she 

will need to be successful in the credit-bearing 

years of high school; which could be a problem.   

If your 9-12 grade student is receiving poor grades, 

you will want to chat with the teachers because 

poor grades are placing your child in jeopardy of 

not graduating; remember, students have to earn a 

certain number of credits to earn a diploma.  We at 

New Heights offer a lot of support to each of our 

students, trying to ensure they are gaining the 

skills they will need to be successful in life.   

Our teachers are working to adjust the curriculum 

enough that it is challenging, but also so all stu-

dents can pass their classes with a reasonable 

amount of effort.  A failing grade is likely the result 

of not doing the work or not applying any effort.  

There is still time left in the semester for your child 

to succeed in his or her classes.  Remember that 

you all have the capability to monitor your child’s 

progress on your smartphone or computer by log-

ging into the JMC Parent Portal. Our teachers are 

trying to update their gradebooks at least once per 

week, so current information is available to our 

students and to you.   

 
If you have concerns or questions about grades you 
are seeing, you are encouraged to email the teach-
ers to understand why the grades are low.  You can 
find the email address for each teacher on the 
school’s website, found at:  
www.newheightsschool.com. 
 

Happy Holidays!   

Thomas Kearney, Principal,  Superintendent 

  2 

From the School Counselor... 

 
With the holiday season wrapping up and the end of the semester approach-
ing, Mrs. Massmann, New Heights’ School Counselor, wants to make sure 
everyone understands the importance of self-care.  
 
According to PsychCentral, self-care is any activity that we do deliberately in 
order to take care of our mental, emotional, and physical health. Self-care is not forcing 
yourself to do something you do not want to do, but rather doing things that refuel and 
recharge you.  
 
Self-care is good skill to practice all the time, but particularly in times of stress, such as the 
end of the semester. Here are some tips from Mrs. Massmann to help put self-care into 
practice.  
 
1. Make sure you are getting enough sleep 
 
2. Eat healthy and balanced meals 
 
3. Find time for some physical activity frequently 
 
4. Set realistic goals for yourself 
 
5. Take breaks when needed  
 
For more information on self-care and other strategies to try visit 
https://psychcentral.com/blog/what-self-care-is-and-what-it-isnt-2/. 

http://www.newheightsschool.com
https://psychcentral.com/blog/what-self-care-is-and-what-it-isnt-2/
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Teacher Feature– Mr. Tapio 
SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES 

Mr. Tapio joined New 
Heights at the begin-
ning of the 2019-
2020 school year.  He 
is a compassionate 
and entertaining 
teacher who often 
uses music and deep 
questions (i.e. what 
constitutes a sand-
wich) to engage his 
students. Here are 
some more interest-

ing facts about Mr. Tapio.  
 

1. What inspired you to become a teach-

er? 

I had a fantastic middle school social studies 
teacher, Mr. Maroney, who really made me feel 
good about knowing the importance of history 
and historical facts. His class made me feel com-
fortable, confident, and expressive. He also 
coached the Quiz Bowl Team, which was my fa-
vorite extra-curricular school activity. In high 
school and college my love for all things social 
studies grew more every year. I knew that I want-
ed to work everyday with the Social Sciences and 
I remembered how Mr. Maroney and his class 
made me feel. 
  

2. What do you enjoy 

most about teaching? 

My personality is really de-
fined by relationship build-
ing and positive interactions 
with other people. I find that 
working with young peo-
ple everyday is wonderful 
for that. Connecting with 
many different young people 
and getting to know them 
brings me a lot of joy. I love 
learning new things about 
my students and I try to make sure they know 
about me too. Is there another job where I get to 
learn about people and watch them grow as well 
as talk about US history and discuss international 
politics for fun everyday? 
 

3. What is the most exciting thing you've 

ever done? 

I am not a big traveler, so when I visited Edin-
burgh earlier this year it was really thrilling. It 
was an absolute treat as a history teacher. The 
‘New Town’ in Edinburgh, Scotland, was built 
before the Declaration of Independence! And the 

‘Old Town’ was built in the 12th Century! It was 
incredible being in houses and coffee shops older 
than the country I was born in. I’ll never forget 
our local tour guide who spent most of our city 
tour explaining Haggis (sheep intestine) and tell-
ing us why it was awesome and why we should try 
it.  
 

4. What is something people would be 

surprised to know about you? 

I was in choir and theater all of 
high school and I loved it. I was in 
the plays: The Wizard of Oz, 
Grease, Harvey, and Guys & Dolls. 
One of the coolest moments from 
those experiences was when we 
were on stage singing the song 
Greased Lightning and a big sec-
tion of the audience stood up and 
started singing along and dancing 
along with us. It is what I imagined a rock star 
feels like.  
 

5.    What do you enjoy doing in your free 

time? 

My students will know this too; I really enjoy all 
things ‘nerd’ culture. I have 
watched sooooooo much Star Wars . I can’t wait 

for the new Star Wars 
movie, ‘The Rise of Sky-
walker. 

I play a lot of Dungeons 
and Dragons and Magic 
the Gathering and Poké-
mon with my friends 
while I listen to the 
Hamilton musical 
soundtrack or Queen’s 
greatest hits.  

I’ve started putting up 
student art 

of Pokémon in my room and they are all really 
wonderful drawings. On an early Saturday or 
Sunday morning I can be found watching the 
English Premier League on NBC to get a fix of my 
favorite sport, Soccer (football with your feet). I’d 
entertain any conversation that involves a discus-
sion of soccer tactics and coaching.  



New Sleds for Elementary Students 

New Heights elementary students are ready for winter and fun days 

at recess with brand new sleds.   

The sleds were purchased with funds raised through last year’s Try 

for Five, a PowerUp initiative.  Sponsored by HealthPartners, the  

PowerUp Try for Five initiative challenged students to eat five serv-

ings of  fruits and vegetables each day and track their progress.  

With the cold weather and plenty of snow,  the new sleds are sure to get lots  of use.  
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Santa knows if you’ve been naughty or nice—and he knows what New 

Heights’ kindergarten and first graders want for Christmas.  

Mrs. Hogan’s kindergarten and first graders wrote letters to Santa 

and delivered them to the Stillwater post office.   

So just how far will those letters have to travel to get to Santa’s workshop?   

According to https://www.distance.to/North-Pole , the  distance between Stillwater, 

MN and the North Pole is  approximately 6,224 miles!    

Letters to Santa 

 

The  distance 

from Stillwater, 

MN, to the 

North Pole is 

about 6,224 

miles!  

https://www.distance.to/North-Pole


During the week of January 27– 

January 31, New Heights will cele-

brate National School Choice Week.  

Started in 2011, National School 

Choice Week is the largest celebra-

tion of educational choice and fami-

lies’ oppor-

tunities to 

choose the 

best educa-

tional set-

ting for 

their child.  

National School Choice Week rec-

ognizes  each student has their own 

unique talents, interests, abilities, 

challenges and preferred learning 

environment, and families have the 

right to choose the best fit.  

As the first K-12 charter school in 

the nation, New Heights was one of 

the original “choice schools” and 

after 27 years, remains one of the 

longest running.   

New Heights’ small, relational envi-

ronment continues to offer stu-

dents an alternative to larger 

schools in the area.  New Heights 

has the latest start time in the area, 

smaller class sizes, and no assigned 

homework.  

Traditionally, New Heights has cel-

ebrated School 

Choice Week 

with various ac-

tivities, dress-up 

days and con-

tests,  and this 

year will be no different.  

The student council and staff are 

currently 

working on 

determining 

this years’ 

festivities, so 

stay tuned 

for more de-

tails.  

For more information on National 

School Choice Week visit the web-

site at  https://

schoolchoiceweek.com/  

National School Choice Week 
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NWEA/
MAP 

Testing 
 

Beginning January 7, New 
Heights students will take 
the Northwest Evaluation 
Association (NWEA) tests. 
These tests, also called the 
Measures of Academic Pro-
gress (MAP) tests, are 
adaptive, computerized 
tests given to students in 
grades K-11 in Reading and 
Math.  

Elementary students take 
the NWEA test in fall, win-
ter and spring, while sec-
ondary students are cur-
rently tested once a year in 
the winter.  

NWEA test results do not 
affect student grades, but 
help parents understand 
how their child is perform-
ing compared to same-age 
peers nationwide.  

These test scores also help 
teachers assess student 
knowledge, progress and 
determine appropriate 
placement in elementary 
reading and math groups.  

https://schoolchoiceweek.com/
https://schoolchoiceweek.com/


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

  

 

New Years Day 

2 

School Resumes 

 

 

3 

 

 

4 

5 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 

Secondary NWEA 

Reading test 

 

8 

Secondary NWEA 

Reading test 

 

School Board Work 

Session 4:00pm 

9 

Secondary NWEA 

Reading test 

10 

 

 

 

Secondary-Friday 
Fun Day  

11 

 

12 13 

 

 

 

14 

Elementary FAST 

testing 

15 

Elementary FAST 

testing 

 

 

16 

 

 

End of Semester 1 

17 

No School  

 

Teacher Grading 
Day 

18 

 

 
 

19 

 

 

 

20 

No School  

 

 

Martin Luther 

King Jr.Day 

21 

Secondary NWEA 

Math test 

 

 

 

22 

Secondary NWEA 

Math test 

 

School Board     

Meeting 4:00pm 

23 

Secondary NWEA 

Math test 

24 

 

25 

26 27 
 

 

28 
 

 

 
 

 

29 

 

 

30 31 
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