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Based on Principal  
Well, we are on the verge of changing the calendar to  
December, which means only 31 more days of 2020.  By 
most accounts, I am hearing people say  “Good Riddance!” to 
2020.  I’m sure someone reading this had a great year, but to 
look at it through the lens of “the good of the group,” we  
likely agree- its time for a needed change. 
 
I want to thank all the parents for 
your patience and cooperation 
during this very challenging time.  
We are fully aware that most of our        
students will do better once they 
come back to school and get the 
type of school experience that New 
Heights offers when kids are  
attending in person, but for now, it 
isn’t possible.  We pride ourselves as a relationship-first 
school, which is pretty hard to do in a distance-learning 
model.  We know that one of the main reasons families 
choose to enroll with New Heights is for the unmatched level 
of support for our students; at least in this community.  Our 
class sizes allow for our students to have close to immediate 
access to the teachers when help is needed, especially when 
they attend in-person.  That just isn’t possible in larger,  
district settings because the teachers in district schools 
simply have too many students and not enough time to get to 
all of them. 
 
So where is the benefit in distance-learning if the true  
benefit of New Heights is to learn in-person?  Our first  
quarter ended a few weeks ago and once the teachers  
completed their grades I reviewed all of the report cards.  I 
was amazed to find such a large population of students in 
grades 6-12 who are still achieving A’s and B’s across the 
board.  We know that there are some students who are  
capable and motivated to do well in school no matter which 
learning model they are in at the time.  However, there are 
also many students who are achieving good grades but are 
doing so by putting in an immense level of time and effort, 
but also because they are taking advantage of the help that 
the teachers are offering online each day. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

• Winter Break December  23 - 

January 1 

• Dec. 17th—School Board 

Meeting via Google Meet 2pm 

• Jan. 4th — School Resumes 
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Based on Principal Continued 
 

Remember that our school currently has 110 students enrolled, which means that 
our teachers do not have class sizes of 35 or 40 students all competing for their 
time.  Yes, this current distance-learning model is challenge to all of us—students, 
teachers, and parents alike, but at least at New Heights our numbers are allowing 
us to schedule enough time to assist our students when they need the help.  Of 
course, this is largely done online rather than in person, but it is the next best 
thing to face-to-face.  We can still enjoy the relationships that were formed earlier 
this year in person, or those that were formed over previous years here at the 

school, only now we have to take the safe approach of doing it online.  The problem is that we still have 
some students who we are having a hard time in reaching.  If you are a parent of a student who is  
struggling to get online, suffers from a lack of motivation, or just doesn’t know how this all works, we 
want you to know that we are here for you and your child and we want to work with you to get your child 
back on track. 
 
In this month’s newsletter you are going to see a list of students’ 
names who have achieved some excellent grades during first quarter.  
We need you to know that not all of the students who are getting good 
grades would tell you that their grades came easy, especially during 
this tough time.  Many of them would openly tell you that it was very 
hard and they often felt frustrated, but they also did something that 
some students aren’t doing; they are telling their teachers when they 
need help and they are meeting with the teachers on Google Meets 
fairly routinely.  We believe all of our students can be on the achieve-
ment lists and we would love for nothing more than to include all our 
students at the end of quarter 2.  The first step in making that happen 
is to get our students re-engaged and asking for help when it is  
needed.  You will find that our teachers are ready to help.  Here are three things you can do starting  
today to get back on track.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Those 3 steps are all that is between your child and getting back on track.  In many cases, our teachers 
or other staff members have been reaching out to your family already, but something is in the way.  Be 
encouraged that we only want to help and it isn’t too late if your child is willing to get started and get 
back on track.  We still have about 6 weeks left in quarter 2, so if you think its too late, it isn’t.  We sin-
cerely hope you will get in touch with us and allow us to assist you and your child today.  I can’t say for 
sure when students will be coming back to school in-person, but we know for sure it won’t be during 2nd 
quarter.  Don’t let the first half of the year go by before asking us for help.  We hope to hear from some 
of you today!  
 
 Thomas Kearney — Principal and Superintendent 

1. Email one or all of your child’s teachers at school and tell them your 
child needs help.   

2. Schedule a meeting between your child and one of his or her teachers 
to get the ball rolling.   

3. Make sure your child attends that virtual meeting. 

Check out New Heights Academic Honors on Page 3! 



 

Principal’s Award  

Students: 

Gavin Braun (7th Grade) 

James Cinader (7th Grade) 

Elizabeth Granlund (7th Grade) 

James Schuster (8th Grade) 

Abbie Bell (9th Grade) 

Kidus Yohannes (9th Grade) 

Madison Drum (10th Grade) 

Madalyn Suchy (11th Grade) 

Amanda Richardson (12th Grade) 

Jacob Schneider (12th Grade) 

Taylor Suchy (12th Grade) 

Academic Honors for 1st Quarter 

Honorable Mention  

Students: 

Derek Kirby (7th Grade) 

Lyle Taylor (7th Grade) 

Jillian Briggs (9th Grade) 

Abigail Harlan (9th Grade) 

Rylee Ulrick (9th Grade) 

Amanda Augustine (10th Grade) 

Kyle Brown (10th Grade) 

Adriana Bendix (11th Grade) 

Honor Roll Students: 

Josiah Kummer (6th Grade) 

Brooke Hatch (7th Grade) 

Samuel VanDyke (7th Grade) 

Brett Wedan (7th Grade) 

Hannah Emison (8th Grade) 

Ethan Wadding (9th Grade) 

Camden Briggs (10th Grade) 

Emily Busta (10th Grade) 

Mykaela Collins (10th Grade) 

Gavyn Groebner (10th Grade) 

Brady Wegge (10th Grade) 

Grace Tacheny (11th Grade) 

Elijah VanLoon (11th Grade) 

Students with an A in 

all 6 classes will be 

recognized as 

Principal’s Award 

Students. 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 

Students with an 

Grade Point Average 

of 3.5 or above will 

be recognized on the 

Honor Roll.  

HONOR ROLL 

Students with a 

Grade Point Average 

of 3.0 or higher will 

be recognized as an 

Honorable Mention. 

HONORABLE MENTION 
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FOOD SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE TO NHS STUDENTS THROUGH 
THE STILLWATER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Pickup times and Locations: 

Mondays:  4:30-6pm  

Oak-Land Middle School 
820 Manning Ave N, Lake Elmo 

Tuesdays:  4:30-6pm  

Stillwater Middle School 
523 Marsh St. W, Stillwater 

Wednesdays: 4:30-6pm  

Stillwater Area High School 
5701 Stillwater Blvd N, Oak Park 

Heights 

Thursdays:       11 am-12:30pm  

Stillwater Middle School 
523 Marsh St. W, Stillwater 

Fridays:       11 am-12:30pm  

Brookview Elementary 
11099 Brookview Rd, Woodbury 

 

Stillwater Area High School 
5701 Stillwater Blvd N, Oak Park 

Heights 

For more information, go to:  

stillwaterschools.org/meals 

Free meals can be 

picked up for all 

children under 18 

from the locations 

listed for Stillwater’s 

scheduled school days. 

School meals offer students: 

 Age-appropriate calorie limits and portion sizes. 
 Daily servings of fresh fruits and vegetables. Please 

note: all students must take at least one 1/2 cup serv-
ing of fruit/vegetables with his/her lunch meal and at 
least 1/2 cup juice or fruit with his/her breakfast meal. 

 White or flavored fat-free milk or 1% white milk. 
 Whole grain breads, pastas and grains. 
 Lean proteins from meat and non-meat sources. 
 Foods with reduced sodium and limited amounts of 

saturated fats. 
 

Stillwater Nutrition Services purchases foods that have 

been specifically formulated for schools, which means the 

items are lower in calories, sodium, fat and sugar versus 

what can be found in the retail market. 

When learning at home: 

• A week’s supply of both breakfasts and lunches will be 
available for pickup on Fridays (unless otherwise noted 
for holidays, etc.) from 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at Stillwater 
Area High School and Brookview Elementary. 

• Meals will be available for hybrid learners for days stu-
dents are not in the buildings. 

• 100% online learners and distance learners will receive 
meals for all scheduled school days. 

• Free meals will only be provided for scheduled school 
days. Meals will not be provided on holidays or sched-
uled days off. 

stillwaterschools.org/meals
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ELEMENTARY STUDENT SCHEDULE EXAMPLES: 

A Day Students Schedule: Virtual Meetings 
Day/Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10 am Morning Meeting  Morning Meeting  Morning Meeting  Morning Meeting  Morning Meeting 

10:15-10:35 am 3rd Grade Math  

Message Ms. Geil 

for help! 

3rd Grade Math  

Message Ms. Geil 

for help! 

Message Ms. Geil 

for help! 
10:35-11 am 4-5 Math 4-5 Math 

11-11:30 am Reading  Reading  

B Day Students Schedule: Virtual Meetings 
Day/Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10 am Morning Meeting  Morning Meeting  Morning Meeting  Morning Meeting  Morning Meeting 

10:15-11  am Message Ms. Geil 

for help! 

5th Grade Math Message Ms. Geil 

for help! 

5th Grade Math Message Ms. Geil 

for help! 11-11:30 am 5-6 Reading 5-6 Reading 

Ms. Geil’s 3rd through 5th Grade Virtual Meeting Times: Log on 

at these times to get support from Ms. Geil on Google Meet! 

Kindergarten –

2nd Grade 
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SECONDARY STUDENT SCHEDULE EXAMPLE: 

Time Suggested Activity 

8:00-9:00 Wake-up, eat breakfast, get ready for the day 

9:00-9:15 View the assignments for each class 

9:15-9:45 Complete first class assignments 

9:45-9:50 Take a break– Move around 

9:50-10:20 Complete second class assignments 

10:20-10:30 Get up and stretch 

10:30-11:00 Complete third class assignments 

11:00-11:30 Complete fourth class assignments 

11:30-11:40 
Answer emails from teachers, then take an-

other movement break 

11:40-12:10 Eat Lunch 

12:10-12:40 Complete fifth class assignments 

12:40-1:20 Complete final class assignments 

1:20-1:30 Respond to emails 

Time Suggested Activity 

9:30-10:00 Wake up, get dressed, eat breakfast 

10:00-10:25 Complete Assignments from Period 1 

10:25-10:30 Movement Break 

10:30-10:55 Complete Assignments from Period 2 

10:55-11:00 Check emails/private messages 

11:00-11:25 Complete Assignments from Period 3 

11:25-11:50 Lunch break 

11:50-12:15 Complete Assignments from Period 4 

12:15-12:20 Movement Break 

12:20-12:45 Complete Assignments from Period 5 

12:45-12:50 Communicate with teachers 

12:50-1:15 Complete Assignments from Period 6 

1:15-1:30 Ask teachers final questions for the day 



 

Send in your        

pictures of this 

school year to be 

featured in the  

yearbook! 

WANTED: Pictures of any of the 

following: 

-Distance learning setups 

-Students working on school at home 

-Participation in school or extracurricular activities  

-Representations of this school year 
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 December Monthly Planner 

Winter Break~ No School Dec. 23– Jan. 1 

School resumes:  Monday January 4th! 


